Flexibility of the Servant
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Wineskins

Matthew g:17. Nor do
they put new wine into
old wineskins, or else the
wineskins break, the wine
is spilled, and the
wineskins are ruined. But
they put new wine into
new wineskins, and both
are preserved.”




Outline

Location

Position

Timing

Cooperation

Accepting Criticism
Adaptability in thoughts/beliefs
Admitting we are wrong
Forgiveness



Location

Abraham leaving his country
Acts 13:2-3. As they
ministered to the Lord and
fasted, the Holy Spirit said,
"Now separate to Me
Barnabas and Saul forthe |
work to which | have called |8
them.” Then, having fasted
and prayed, and laid hands
on them, they sent them
away.




Location

Lot's wife looked back and turned to
salt

Genesis 19:17-22. So it came to pass,
when they had brought them outside,
that he said, "Escape for your life! Do
not look behind you nor stay ]
anywhere in the plain. Escape to the o S
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Location

Then Lot said to them, "Please, no, my lords!
Indeed now, your servant has found favor in your
sight, and you have increased your mercy which
you have shown me by saving my life; but |
cannot escape to the mountains, lest some evil
overtake me and | die. See now, this city is near
enough to flee to, and it is a little one; please let
me escape there (is it not a little one?) and my
soul shall live.” ... Therefore the name of the city
was called Zoar.



Location

Genesis 19:30. Then
Lot went up out of Zoar
and dwelt in the
mountains, and his two
daughters were with
him; for he was afraid
to dwell in Zoar. And he
and his two daughters
dwelt in a cave.




Position

Matthew 2:1-3. Now after
Jesus was born in Bethlehem
of Judea in the days of Herod
the king, behold, wise men
from the East came to
Jerusalem, saying, "“Where is
He who has been born King
of the Jews? For we have
seen His star in the East and
have come to worship Him.”
When Herod the king heard
this, he was troubled




Timing

Disciples leaving their nets

and fishing boats

Mark 2:14. As He passed by, 'M@ W A (&

He saw Levi the son of 2 18 IOY §
Alphaeus sitting atthe tax [ <& &~
office. And He said to him,
"Follow Me.” So he arose
and followed Him.




Timing

Luke 9:61. And another also said, “Lord, | will
followYou, but let me first go and bid them
farewell who are at my house.”



Cooperation

1 Corinthians 3:6.
| planted, Apollos
watered, but God
gave the increase.



Accepting Criticism

Acts 18:24-26. Now a certain Jew named Apollos,
born at Alexandria, an eloquent man and mighty in
the Scriptures, came to Ephesus. This man had been
instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in
spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things of
the Lord, though he knew only the baptism of John.
So he began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When
Aquila and Priscilla heard him, they took him aside
and explained to him the way of God more accurately.



Adaptability in thoughts/beliefs

Acts 11:1-3.Now the

apostles and brethren

who were in Judea heard |

that the Gentiles had also | {SlR.C.
received the word of God. (Y il
And when Peter came up | WSS EETE
to Jerusalem, those of the| "
circumcision contended ™

with him, saying, “You

went in to uncircumcised

men and ate with them!”




Admitting we are wrong

1 Samuel 15:13-15. Then Samuel
went to Saul, and Saul said to him,
"Blessed are you of the Lord! | have
performed the commandment of the
Lord.” But Samuel said, “What then is
this bleating of the sheep in my ears,
and the lowing of the oxen which |
hear?” And Saul said, "They have
brought them from the Amalekites;
for the people spared the best of the
sheep and the oxen, to sacrifice to the
Lord your God; and the rest we have
utterly destroyed.”

Published by the Providence Lithograph Company (1902)



Admitting we are wrong

1 Samuel 15:20-21. And Saul said to Samuel,
"But | have obeyed the voice of the LORD, and
gone on the mission on which the LORD sent
me, and brought back Agag king of Amalek; |
have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. 22 But
the people took of the plunder, sheep and
oxen, the best of the things which should
have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice to
the LORD your God in Gilgal.”
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Forgiveness

Matthew 18:25-28. But as he was not able to
pay, his master commanded that he be sold,
with his wife and children and all that he had,
and that payment be made. The servant

have patience with me, and | will pay you all.’
Then the master of that servant was moved
with compassion, released him, and forgave
him the debt. "But that servant went out and
found one of his fellow servants who owed him &
a hundred denarii; and he laid hands on him and
took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay me what

you owel’
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